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due to a virus, it is often accompanied by fever and may present features
resembling those of malignant growth. So far it has been uniformly
fatal, although well marked remissions may occur in its course.
Nomenclature Virchow (186-1) called it lymphosarcoma, but this term, being applied
to another growth of quite different structure, is confusing and is
no longer used. Cohnlicim (1865) described as pseudolcukaeniia eases
showing the histologieal changes in the lymphatic glands but not the
blood picture of leukaemia. Lympluulenoma is probably the name in
most common use in (ireat Britain, but it has the disadvantage that in
some other countries it is used in much the same sense as lymphoma,
a non-committal term for a much less serious adenopathy.
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2.-AHTIOLOC.Y
Lymphadenoma is widely distributed over the globe and, though
commoner in childhood and early adult life, may occur at any age.
It is twice as common in males as in females, is not hereditary, and
only in extremely rare instances, such as those reported by (Jow and
those collected by Arkin and by Mel Icily and Peterson, has more than
one ease been reported in the same family.
In England and Wales during the period 1931 to 1935 the average
number of fatal cases was 554 per annum (357 males and 197 females);
in the previous live-year period 1926 to 1930 it was 461 per annum
(292 males and 169 females). There thus appears to be some increase in
the mortality of this disease; and this impression is borne out even when
allowances have been made for the increase and the change in age
distribution of the population.
The well known I IcdgkiiVs disease of domestic animals would appear to
be distinct from lymphadenoma histologicully; in only very lew cases, e.g.
in a dog (MacMahon) and a rabbit (Medlar and Sasam), has the dia-
gnosis of lymphadenoma of the human type been confirmed microscopic-
ally. The human disease has not been communicated with certainty to
experimental animals.
3.-PATHOGENY
There has been much discussion whether the condition is inflammatory
and a granuloma, or a new growth (a view emphasized by van Rooycn,
1937), or a transition between the two. It is a hypcrplasia of the reticule-
endothelial system, a fibromyeloid reticulosis, and so involves first and
chiefly the lymphatic glands, spleen, liver, and bone marrow. At first
local, it progressively extends and eventually may, when it takes on
malignant characters CHodgkin sarcoma'), invade other tissues, such
as muscle and bone.
In the past it has been argued that it is a special form of tuberculosis
(Sternberg, 1898; Fraenkel and Much, 1910,1923); but the production